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 Donor from Chinook Turns 100 
 

Alfred Finch smiles at the painting made for him by Shodair patients for
his many years of generosity in honor of his 100th birthday, which was

Jan. 15, 2022.

     Alfred Finch, farmer from
Chinook and Shodair supporter, says
the key to a long healthy life is eating
oatmeal for breakfast. 
     Alfred celebrated his 100th birthday
in January and we caught up with him
last week to enjoy a piece of cherry pie
and present him with a canvas painted
by Shodair patients of a wheat field.
     The original painting was a token of
gratitude for his 33 years of
generosity. Finch grew up on the farm
he still lives on with his four older
siblings, all who lived into their 90s.
     While oatmeal might be the key to a
long life, Alfred was more than happy
to enjoy a piece of Park Avenue cherry
pie and visit on a beautiful Montana
afternoon last week. We are grateful
for our time with him.

Dakotah Hits the Road for Billings and Bozeman
 

Dakotah Hurley, 2022 CMN Champion, made nearly 20 stops in
two days at CMN partners like Ace and Walmart in Billings,

Laurel, and Bozeman recently.

     Recently named Children's Miracle
Network Champion, Dakotah Hurley
traveled with us to Billings over spring
break to visit our corporate partners. 
Dakotah was an incredibly good sport
making nearly 20 stops and inspired
those we visited as we got in and out
the Shodair car making our way back to
Helena. Partners welcomed us eager to
hear from Dakotah directly at every stop
along Interstate 90 in Billings, Laurel,
Livingston, and Bozeman.
     Making these in-person visits
inspires our corporate sponsors like
Panda Express, Costco, Ace Hardware,
Wal-Mart, Dairy Queen, and our new
partner Joann Stores. Dakotah says he
is happy to share his journey in hopes
of helping to make dialogue about
mental health less awkward.
"It was so overall inspiring and made
me so hopeful to see how many people
are dedicated to helping the youth of
Montana even in the small ways all the
partners do through their stores," Hurley
said.
     Dakotah is looking forward to doing
visits in Helena on April 18, and so is
Keith Meyer, executive foundation
director. "These visits are incredibly
powerful because it engages frontline
employees of these wonderful retail
supporters" Meyer said. "Having these
meaningful moments are key in how
they engage with their customers when
they ask for a donation in Shodair's
honor. We remain humbly grateful for
every dollar raised through CMN."

Campus construction includes medical office
building
 

The new medical office building on Shodair's campus in Helena
is part of the great campus

expansion and will house psychiatric outpatient services
as well as medical genetics.

     We recently broke ground for the new
medical office building on the corner of
Winnie Street and Saddle Drive. This new
facility will house Shodair’s Medical Genetics
and Outpatient services.
     “This new space gives these service lines
their own identity while remaining under
Shodair’s umbrella,” CEO Craig Aasved said.
“Keeping them on our campus will help
ensure that our culture and commitment to
our mission remains strong.”
     The 25,000 sq. ft. building costs $10
million and is expected to be done in
February 2023.
     This building is part of the greater campus
improvement plan, which includes a new
hospital featuring private patient rooms and
bathrooms, a smudging room, and a café
that is open to the public.
     For more information about the project,
contact CEO Craig Aasved at 406.444.7505.
 
 

Employee Spotlight - Corbin Schwanke
 

Corbin Schwanke,
chief administrative officer of medical genetics.

Corbin (right) smiles for a photo two days after he donated his
kidney to one of his best friends, Tux (left).

     On most days Corbin Schwanke says he'd
rather donate an organ than give a public
speech. Corbin is an introvert, and while not
shy, he certainly isn't vying for the attention of
others. So when one of his best friends, who
goes by Tux, needed a kidney when his
genetic disorder came to a head earlier than
expected. Corbin signed up as a candidate. 
He was healthy. He understood the
statistics and after passing all the health
screenings, agreed to the surgery.
     The surgeries were Thanksgiving week,
2018, in Seattle and were as uneventful as
donating an organ can be.  He was
discharged from the hospital the morning after
and recover, was about six weeks with limited
lifting. He said being surrounded by friends
and Tux's family and the outpouring of
gratitude actually made it pretty easy to do.
The real hero through it all, he says, was his
wife DarAnne's mother, who stayed with their
daughters - Treva and Marin, now 8 -  for
about 10 days while they were in Seattle.  
     Corbin, chief administrative officer of
medical genetics, drink coffee and goof
around with his children. He  is a science guy
through and through. The Missoula native
studied cellular and molecular biology at the
University of Montana. Prior to joining the
genetics team at Shodair 11 years, ago he
worked as a staff scientist assisting research 
labs and graduate students with complex
molecular biology techniques.
     Corbin became a lab scientist because of a
family history of Huntington disease, a genetic
disorder that affected people have a 50
percent chance of passing it on to their
children. "It's kind of like the worst parts of
Parkinson's and Alzheimer's rolled into one,
but it doesn't show up until most people are in
their 40's or later," he said.
     Corbin lost his mother to the disease in
November of 2020.  He said he always hoped
that lab science can help solve some
problems and help people, recognizing that
becoming a doctor was way out of his people-
interaction comfort zone.
     These days, Corbin still avoids speeches
as much as possible, yet has learned to be an
organizational  leader as a member of
Shodair's administrative team. "I love working
for a place where decisions are always made
based on how we best take care of our
patients or community - there's never even a
discussion where that is put to the side based
on other factors like profit margins, etc."
     Corbin believes Shodair will always be
adapting to meet the needs of our community,
and says that historical context is important to
have while dealing with change. "Our identity
now is based on our recent past, but Shodair
has always been whatever we need it to be,
so if we have to change focus, we just need to
remember that we've already done it many
times before."
     Thanks Corbin for all you do and for
being you! Shodair is what it is because of
people like you!

 

Positive Patient Survey Results
 

     This past November, we began
collecting patient and parent satisfaction
data from our inpatient programming. Of
the 150 responses collected thus far, the
results are overwhelmly positive.
     Of those parents surveyed, 97 percent
said not only did their child receive the
care they needed, they also said that
should they need psychiatric care in the
future, they would return for treatment.
100 percent of parents said they
understood their child's treatment plan
goals and 97 percent said they felt
listened to. 
     The patients were also asked these
questions at the time of discharge and 90
percent answered yes to every question. 
      "I know that the work you do is hard
and sometimes it is difficult to remember
what a powerful impact you
have,"  Medical Director of Psychiatry Dr.
Heather Zaluski said. "I hope that you
see from these results that the patients
and their families really do appreciate
you.  You live our mission every day."
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Pinwheels For Prevention

Shodair employees, Angela Curtis, human resources,
and Tom Livers, government relations, were two of a
dozen Shodair employees that helped with the pinwheel
display at Shodair.

A Symbol of Prevention
     Pinwheels are the national symbol for Child Abuse
Prevention Month because it evokes playfulness, joy, and
childhood. It has come to serve as a physical reminder of the
great childhoods we want for all children.

April Events
Children's Hospital Week April 12-15
     Events for employees  - flyer on intranet
Easter - April 17
Earth Day - April 22
Out of the Darkness Walk - April 23
   12 p.m. East Helena High School
National DNA Day - April 25

Looking Ahead
May Day - May 1
Antibullying Day - May 4
Children's Mental Health Day - May 6

     

 

 

Shodair by the Numbers - March 2022
 

Medical Genetics              Inpatient Psychiatry            Outpatient Psychiatry
   Clinic Visits: 61:                                      Total Admissions:  77                                   Appointments: 2,262
   Lab Tests: 130                                        Average Length of Stay:                              Percent Medicaid: 58 percent
  COVID Tests: 438                                       Acute :13.1 days   Residential: 40.8
                                                                   Percent Medicaid: 64 percent

 
 

 

 
 Follow us on social media: Contact us at alistoe@shodair.org or 406.444.7500  
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